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behold troop after troop of militia lurking in their
recesses. It is informative to discover that M. Blum
has always refused to entertain the notion of
destroying the Senate ; and that he not only
esteems the American system of a judiciary indepen-
dent of Congress and President, but complains that
the French courts, as he puts it, are simply " an
administration and not a power."1

General feeling as to the breadth of the govern-
ment's responsibilities was more advanced than
that of 1932 in America.   " You will believe me,"
the Prime Minister has declared.  " when I say that
I am a good democrat."2   To the French mind,
which recoils from no logical extreme, the sense of
the word " democracy " would be imperfect if its
scope were restricted to political and civil rights,
such as freedom of ballot, speech and assembly.
There is also a huge economic area ; and starvation
is  considered  an issue  at least  as  important as
exclusion  from  suffrage.      No journal,   however
malcontent, raised a question as to the power and
obligation of the Popular Front Cabinet to occupy
itself with the citizen's means for earning a living,
Had the Premier been forced by some invincible
impediment to amend the Constitution, he would
have found that the undertaking possesses a facility
which  President  Roosevelt  might  indeed  covet.
All that is required is a majority vote in Chamber
and Senate respectively, and then a majority vote
of the membership of both houses, sitting jointly
in what is known as the National Assembly.   This
1 La Rtfome gowuernementale (p. 231).          2 Idem, (p 27).